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A CAR VERSUS POWER POLE COLLISION KILLS ONE 
 IN THURSTON COUNTY 

 
A Dalles, Oregon man was killed after his vehicle left the roadway and hit a 
cement retaining wall then collided with a power pole. 
 
The May 2nd incident occurred at 7:16 p.m. when the State Patrol received a 
report of a car versus power pole collision on Case Road SW just south of 
Cumberland Avenue SW.  Witnesses advised that the power pole was falling 
onto the roadway. 
 
36-year-old Ray E. Niko of Dalles, Oregon was driving a black 1988 Chevrolet 
Caprice northbound on Case Road SW when he veered into the southbound 
lanes, left the roadway, hitting a cement retaining wall with its left front end.  The 
Caprice then rotated striking a power pole with the passenger side and continued 
to rotate coming to a stop facing east. 
 
Although Niko was wearing a seat belt at the time of the collision; he sustained 
life threatening injuries and died at the scene. 
 
According to investigating Troopers at the scene, speed and alcohol appear to be 
the contributing factors in this preventable tragic collision. 
 
Thurston County Utility crews advised that Case Road SW will be closed until 
approximately 4:00 a.m. to repair and replace the damaged power pole. 
 
 

NEXT OF KIN HAS BEEN NOTIFIED 
 



 


